S

uy, hias plunged Kwanda mto a new drama....

"This explosion of violence translates the Tutsi community’s ex-
asperation since the genocide of more than 500,000 between April
and July 1994. It demonstrates the hatred which separates Hutu
and Tutsi. More than 30,000 Hutus, suspected of participating in
the genocide, crouch in prisons; thousands of others have taken
refuge in the camps outside the country or hide amongst the dis-
placed, in the absence of any judiciary proceedings; due princi-
pally to lack of funds. Justice is denied to the survivors of the
killings. :

All the more, as the international community, which pledged
about 600m dollars for rebuilding the country, has not yet hon-
oured its promises. New gestures for national reconciliation and
democracy from the Kigali authorities are supposedly prerequi-
sites...But the community is not doing anything about catching
and bringing before the international tribunal those assassins who
have been identified and located for quite some time. An intolera-
ble situation for the Tutsi radicals, who dream of a permanent de-
parture of the UN and humanitarian organizations - these imped-
iments to dealing roundly with the situation.

What has just happened in the Kibeho camp will not favour rec-
onciliation... The massacre was not a simple error. It was a delib-
erate act combining fear and vengeance. An act which will surely
slow the normalization longed for by Rwandans. To win back
favour from those who hold the purse strings, Kigali must punish,
at the highest level and as swiftly as possible, those who are re-
sponsible for this new massacre, thereby clearly encouraging the
retum of all refugees. In sum, they must launch a veritable policy
of national reconciliation, not just a lot of words.

(Leader writer)

And the United States would be barred from contributing to a
planned increase in the African Development Bank’s special
fund or other multilateral development bank money packages
negotiated in the future.

As for bilateral aid, the budget committee is reviewing a sug-
gestion to shave the Agency for International Development’s
outlays by about $2.6 billion over five years.

Since the mid-1970s, US foreign aid, adjusted for inflation, has
been declining. That trend, said US officials and private ana-

dlu) ds best we Can o Uie Anierican peoplie.

In making its case in Congress, the Clinton administration is
trumpeting the theme that foreign aid helps the US economy, pri-
marily by increasing US exports.

Aid-financed economic reforms, like tariff reductions, help US
exporters, officials argued. Moreover, they said, most US bilat-
eral aid is tied to purchases of US goods and services, while the
World Bank and other multilateral banks finance billions of dol-
lars a year in US export contracts.

The message, said one U.S. official, is that “aid is good for us.
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On the Armenian World Congress

SIR, Yesterday was the 80th anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide. This anniversary falls on a
very critical period of Armenian history.
Armenia, with a population of 3.3 million, has
become an independent state and a member of
the UN. However, being a land-locked country,
it is suffering greatly from a transport blockade,
lack of resources for development, a paralysed
industry and brain drain. Mountainous
Karabagh, having only 200,000 inhabitants, is at
war with Azerbaidjan, and the Diaspora is frag-
mented and under the threat of assimilation.

Spiritually, it is too weak to face and adequate-
ly react to the double challenge of the indepen-
dence of Armenia and the war in Nagorno
Karabagh. Many potentially good and useful
people could not find the venues and mecha-
nisms to redress this grave situation.

Complacent or fatalistic attitudes and attempts
to pass the problems to the future manifested
themselves more frequently both in Armenia
and in the Diaspora. There have also been at-
tempts to show that the situation is stable or even
improving.

Such unhappy circumstances gave way to the
resistance of some psychological differences be-
tween various constituent parts of Armenians.
However these differences were damaging the
idea of preserving the Armenian culture and
identity.

As in the beginning of the 20th century,
Armenians are once again risking to pay the dire
price of the collapse of another empire. As in the
beginning of the century, this could be aggravat-
ed by the behaviour of certain extremist groups.

Flaws in the art of self-preservation has already
once ended up in Genocide and loss of ancestral
lands. We can no longer afford similar damages

That is why, once and for al], we should learn
to assume our part of the responsibility for our

Letters to
the Editor

destiny. We must recognize that we are respon-
sible for our own destiny. If we can grasp this
point, our maturity and culture will finally be ap-
preciated by our neighbours and friends.

We should find an adequate way of acting in
order to face the challenges of History. We
should at last utilise the collective mind,
willpower and resources of the Armenian peo-
ple. We should learn to' merge the comparative
advantages of the Diaspora Armenians with
those of Armenians living on their land. In the
contemporary world where democracy has won
its battle over totalitarianism, we should pursue
these aims through democratic ways and mech-
anisms.

For Armenians this could be manifested in the
creation of a Panarmenian parliament which we
could call Armenian World Congress (AWC). It
should unite the deputies from Armenia,
Karabagh and Diaspora. The history of the
Armenian Diaspora gives good examples of uni-
versal democratic election mechanisms similar
to AWC.

Today we already have democratically elected
parliaments in Armenia and Karabagh. The
paradox is that the Diaspora communities are
still guided by different parties and organiza-
tions, including the church. This was under-
standable when they were facing the realities of
the Soviet totalitarian regime. But now the re-
turn of democracy to Armenia makes the demo-
cratic organization of the Diaspora communities
an urgent task.

At this critical juncture of history, we should
stand above corporate and party interests and
concentrate on building up consensus on future

The Geneva Post, Wednesday,April 26, 1995, p 6

security development and prosperity of
Armenians.

Hence the need for recreation of National
Councils (NC) in each Diaspora community,
elected by all community members through di-
rect and secret ballots. The community members
could elect the most respected, able and impartial
members of their committees, regardless of their
affiliation to different parties and organizations.

As a representative organ of all segments of
the community, the NC could manage cultural
and some other aspects of the community life.

To express the specific needs of different parts
of Armenians regional, intercommunity
Confederations (Association) of NCs of given
regions should also be formed (ex-USSR,
Europe, Middle East, North America, South
America). The Confederations in their turn
should have the power to delegate their repre-
sentatives to the AWC. The numbers of dele-
gates and the quotas of different parts of
Armenians should be based on common princi-
ples and agreed upon in advance through com-
munications to the preparative committee. It
then should emerge on an interim basis in the
charter with a possibility of future changes re-
flecting demographic movements of Armenians.
The preparation committee should also assume
the drafting of the charter or convention of
AWC.

In exposing the raison d'étre of AWC 1 do not
want to elaborate on the main issues of security
and development of the Armenians and hence to
preempt the deliberations and decisions of
AWC.

What is important at this stage is to actually
create the AWC and to adopt a charter insuring
the its sustainability and utility
Rouben Indjikian
Economist, UNCTAD
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A very important historical
event might happen in Septem-
ber in Yerevan.

The Armenian government

~ -has seriously taken on the very
hard task of unifying Armenians
and has called for an Armenia-
Diaspora Conference. There is
not much time left to create
momentum in consensus build-
ing around an effective and posi-
tive agenda for the conference.

Given our individualism and
political, cultural and regional
fragmentation of Armenians, the
risk of downplaying this event
is very high. However, we
should realize that the stakes and
risks related to our failure to ad-
dress the key issues of security
and development of Armenia,
Karabagh and Diaspora are
much higher.

So we should somehow ac-
cept the straightforwardness of
the current leadership in Arme-
nia and concentrate our minds
on the proposals on the Confer-

-ence agenda and outcome. In
other words, instead of criticiz-
ing them for lack of political
skill, we should agree on the
necessity to build up a pan-
Armenian consensus to achieve,
at least this time, the strategic
aims of our security and devel-
opment as well as the worldwide
recognition of the Genocide. .

History has been cruel to us

but our role in our failures and .

huge losses was also important.
So we do not have a luxury of
choice. Today we should at least
partially compensate our histori-
cal losses by displaying more
skill and mutual understanding
in handling our own destiny.
In that respect, I think that it
is high time to discuss the ne-
cessity of, and maybe to put on
the agenda of the Yerevan meet-
ing, the creation of a global Ar-
menian NGO (let’s dub it World
Armenian Assembly-WAA).
Consequently it is important to
start discussing issues related to
its nature, composition, pur-
poses and structure, as well as
the means to achieve its goals.
A recent email floated in the Ar-
menian Network in Internét also
indicated that the Armenian
authorities are welcoming dis-

Opinions - Let’s Prepare for the Arm,
~2-

agenda before actual discussions
take place in Yerevan. It might
also give impetus to a sort of
elections or more careful selec-
tion of delegates to that event.
Last, but not the least, by shar-
ing with my fellow Armenians
in the web my proposal on the
World Armenian Assembly I
hope to pay a real tribute to the
victims of the Genocide, as well
as to my father, Hovhannes
Indjikian -- a good Armenian,
prominent historian and scholar
of the Genocide.
~ The text of the proposal is as
follows:

ON THE WORLD
ARMENIAN ASSEMBLY
Since 1991 Armenia, with a

population of 3.3 million, has be-
come an independent state and a
UN member. However, being a
landlocked country, it is suffer-
ing due to a transport blockade,
greatly inadequate resources for
development, a declining indus-
trial production and brain drain.
Mountainous Karabagh, having
only 200,000 inhabitants, is
confronting Azerbaijan in its
self-determination dispute, and
the Diaspora is fragmented and
under the threat of assimilation.
The spiritual state of the latter is
not enough strong to face and

adequately react to the double '

challenge; of the independence of
Armenia and the conflict in
Nagorno Karabagh. Many po-
tentially determined and capable
people didn’t yet find the ven-
ues and mechanisms to redress
this grave situation.

As a result, complacent or fa-
talistic attitudes and attempts to
pass the problems on to the fu-
ture gencrations manifested
themselves more frequently both
in Armcnia and in the Diaspora.
At the same time, to keep their
positions, some decision-makers
were trying to show that the situ-
ation is stable or cven improv-
ing. Such unhappy circum-
stances gave way to the resis-
tance of some psychological dif-
ferences between various con-
Stituent parts of Armenians.
These differences are damaging
the idea of preserving Armenian
culture and identity.

ben Indiikian

Ler’s Prepare for the Armenia D—inspora Conference Slated for September

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
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cussions related to the agenda of -
that meeting. So I think that ini-
tiatives and views of active Ar-
menian associations and indi-
viduals should be taken into
consideration by the organizing
committee of the conference. I
also presume that, by starting to
discuss the issues of WAA in
Armenian networks in Internet,
we can globalize the participa-
tory approach to that event and
also push the organizers to take
into consideration the proposals
setting the positive agenda for
this global meeting of Arme-
nians in Yerevan. Otherwise, its
results could fall short of initial
expectations. So Internet, in this
case, will help to exercise a sort
of pan-Armenian democracy
and push leaders everywhere
(Armenia, Karabagh, Diaspora)
to take seriously the issue of a

coordinated discussion of the”

-] -

As in the beginning of the 20th
century, Armenians are once
again at risk to pay the dire price
for the collapse of another.em-
pire. As in the beginning of the
century, this could be aggravated
by shortsightedness and fatal
mistakes. Flaws in the art of self-
preservation have alrcady once
ended up in genocide and loss of
ancestral lands. We cannot af-
ford similar damages.

That is why, once and for all,
we should learn to assume our
part of the responsibility for our
destiny. We must recognize that
we are responsible for our own
destiny. If we can grasp this
point, our maturity and culture
will finally-be appreciated by our
neighbors and friends.

We should find an adequate
way of acting in order to face the
challenges of history. We should
at last utilize the collective mind,

_2-
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By Rouben Indjikian

will power and resources of the
Armenian people. We should
learn to merge the comparative
advantages of the Diaspora Ar-
menians with those of Arme-
nians living on their lands. In the
contemporary world where de-
mocracy has won its battle over
totalitarianism, we should pursue
these aims through democratic
ways and mechanisms.

For Armenians, this could be
manifested in the creation of a
sort of a pan- Armenian represen-
tative body, a sort of parliament
based on consensus which is not
legally binding but has a high
moral authority. Let us call this
body World Armenian Assem-
bly (WAA). The history of the
Armenian Diaspora gives good
examples of universal demo-
cratic election mechanisms simi-
lar to WAA.

Today we already have demo-
cratically elected parliaments in
Armenia and Karabagh. The
paradox is that the Diaspora
communities are fragmented and
still guided by different parties
and organizations. This was. un-
derstandable when they were
facing the realities of the Soviet
totalitarian regime. But now the

return of democracy to Armenia
makes the democratic organiza-
tion of the entire Diaspora and,
first of all, its main communities
concentrated in the US, Russia,
France, Lebanon, Iran, etc. an
urgent task.

At this critical juncture of his-
tory, we should stand above the
corporate and party interests and
concentrate on building up con-
sensus on future security devel-
opment and prosperity of Arme-
nians.

Hence the need for re-creation
of Communal Councils (CC) in
each Diaspora community
elected by all community mem-
bers through direct and secret
ballots. The community mem-
bers could elect the most re-
spected, able and impartial mem-
bers of their communities, re-
gardless of their affiliation with
different parties .and organiza-
tions.

As a representative organ of
all segments of the community,
the CC could oversee and guide
main aspects of their community
life, letting existing local unions
actually manage the various fac-
ets of community life. To express
the specific needs of different
parts of Armenians, regional, in-
ter-community associagions in-

corporating the CCs of a given
region should also be formed
(say Europe, Middle East, Asia
and Oceania, Americas). Thus
the creation of the “Forum of
Armenian Organizations in Eu-
rope” is an encouraging move in
that direction. The associations,
in their turn, should have the
power to delegate their represen-
tatives to the WAA. The partici-
pation quotas in WAA of vari-
ous Armenian communities
could be based on the criteria of
the volume of various commu-
nities and take into account the
need of various levels of repre-
sentation from all world regions
with a presence of Armenian
communities. A possibility
should be given for changes re-
flecting demographic move-
ments of Armenians. A special
preparatory committee could be
convened (even under the aus-
pices of the Yerevan meeting) to
prepare the draft charter or con-
vention of the WAA.

A big question which should
be answered before the Yerevan
meeting is whether Armenia and
Karabagh should directly partici-
pate in the WAA (through send-
ing their own MP-s to represent

Continued on p. 20
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WAA) or whether the WAA
should remain a representative
body of Diaspora, as is the case
of the World Jewish Congress
(WIJC). If we select the Jewish

" model, then a major task of the
" Yerevan meeting would be to

contribute to the creation of such
a body in the not very distant
future.

As far as the organizational
structure of WAA is concerned,

. the structure of WJC adopted at

its sixth Plenary Assembly in
1975 could be considered as a
relevant guide. The latter con-
sists of the Plenary Assembly
(PA is a supreme authority sum-
moned every 4 years), General
Council (GC determines the gen-
eral policies of WJC and meets
every two years), Governing
Board (GB governs the WIC,
“reports to GC in accordance with
policies laid down by PA, meets
regularly twice a year and at ex-
traordinary meetings, consists of
members of Executive, chairmen
of standing commissions, direc-
tors of departments and regional
branches) and the Executive

accordance with decisions of
GB, consists of the president, .
vice presidents, chairmen of GC
and GB, treasurers, chairmen of
regional branches and the secre-
tary-general). The definition of
the WAA officers as well as of
budget and finances are also a
part of organizational matters.
In exposing the raison d’etre
of.the WAA, I do not want to
elaborate on the main issues of
security and devélopment of the
Armenians and hence to pre-
empt the deliberations and deci-
sions of the Yerevan meeting.
What is important at this stage is
to actually give a real impetus to
the creation of the WAA, which
is so much needed as a main ve-
hicle of mobilization of financial,
intellectual and cultural re-
sources of Armenians scattered
all over the world. Discussing the
contents of its charter already at
the meeting in Yerevan in Sep-
tember 1999 would be a big
achievement in that respect.

Geneva, Switzerland
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From Diaspora Armenian Communal
Councils to Pan-Armenian World
Armenian Assembly: A Proposal

By Rouben Indjikian

The author’s first proposal on the World Armenian Assembly was published in the April 3, 1999
issue of TAR Int’l. Following its publication, thoughtful discussions have ensued related to the real
problems lying on this difficult road and especially materials on the issues of territorial mentality,
Asian political culture versus a European one, unduly simplification of relations between Armenia and
Diaspora. Mr. Indjikian’s intens, in this Jollow-up article, is to express himself more clearly on the
development of truly representative bodies in the Diaspora. Bringing the elected deputies from Diaspora,
Armenia and Karabagh together will also help to intensify mutual influences and achieve common
approaches to many vital questions of our security and development. However, to do that, we need to
have strong reasons for creating really representative Communal Councils in the Diaspora (a form of
Diaspora parliaments). A central purpose of it is to pave the way for a global representative body
bringing representatives from all Armenian Parliaments together in the World Armenian Assembly. It
is the author’s hope that the latter will become a crucial element of un Armenian melting pot and will
help to overcome the problems of our internal differences.

1. The Rationale for World Armenian Assem-
bly

A worldwide discussion concerning the creation
of a global authoritative body addressing the is-
sues of all constituent parts of Armenians (Arme-
nia, Karabagh and Diaspora) is gathering momen-
tum. It stresses the need to realize that, in spite of
differences due to a history of territorial division,
deportation and emigration, we are one people who
cannot count only on unstable external alliances
and should realize that our destiny is our primary
responsibility.

The idea is to debate and act on the current and
future challenges to our people. We should ask
ourselves whether we are adequately equipped to
ensure the security and development of Armenia
and Karabagh, to protect the Diaspora from assimi-
lation and eventually, to address the painful ques-
tions of our history and, first of all, the question of
the Armenian Genocide.

The current situation in Armenia and Karabagh
is still very alarming due to the collapse of national
income, inward and outward flow of refugees and
economic migrants and external”transport block-

. ade. At the same time, the Diaspora is character-

ized by the continuing intra- and inter-communal
divisions and threat of assimilation. Moreover, the
uneven and weak coordination between the
Diaspora, Armenia and Karabagh further exacer-
bates the situation. These problems invite Arme-
nians to pursue a deep and sincere search for solu-
tions of these fundamental issues.

Armenia and Karabagh are facing the daunting
task to ensure the security and development of their
people. At the same time, Armenian communities
abroad and especially in developed countries, in
spite of the accumulation of considerable wealth
and knowhow, are in a fractured state themselves
and, for the moment, are not making serious ef-
forts to reap the potential benefits of economic
cooperation with Armenia and Karabagh. Cultural,
intellectual and informational links between vari-
ous groups of Armenians are also greatly inad-
equate. New organizations, such as the Armenian
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organizations. In the majority of cases, the exist-
ing communal bodies; i.e., various unions of lo-
cal Armenians, are not elected by at least the con-
siderable part of local Armenians and hence have
no serious moral power over them. The return of
democracy to Armenia and Karabagh makes the
really representative and democratic organization
of the entire Diaspora and, first of all, of its main
communities concentrated in the US, Russia,
France, Lebanon, Iran, etc. an urgent task and a
first step for WAA. Introducing genuine electoral
campaigns in Diaspora communities with a view
to electing, through dircect and secret ballot, local
“Armenian Parliaments”; i.e., Communal Coun-
cils (CC), should radically reverse this situation.

The ability of organizations like a Forum of
European Armenians to explain to their members
the importance of creating new representative CC
which, in turn, will have the crucial mission of
electing the members of WAA is a major chal-
lenge. However, the idea will become powerful
only when the members of existing associations
realize its importance and will themselves start
the new electoral campaigns under the banners of
CC as real representatives of Diaspora Armeni-
ans and WAA as a global authoritative Armenian
body charged with seriously examining and try-
ing to solve the existing problems and defusing
potential threats.

3. From Diaspora Communal Councils to
World Armenian Assembly

The members of those Communal Councils
eventually should elect among themselves
representative(s) of -a given Armenian
community(s) in the future World Armenian As-
sembly. As shown below, these elections should
precede the WAA General Assembly which nor-
mally should take place every four years.

It is of paramount importance to explain to
Armenian community members (and hence an
important role to play for the members of key
Diaspora Armenian organizations) the importance
of WAA and Communal Councils and the link
between them through a parliamentary mechanism
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| From Diaspora Armenian Communal
Councils to Pan-Armenian World
Armenian Assembly: A Proposal

By Rouben Indjikian

equate. New organizations, such as the Armenian
Fund, are contributing to these efforts. However,
the lack of really representative global Armenian
organization and its partial substitution by rival and
ad hoc types of orgamzauons deprives Armenians
of the possibility to give adequate responses to the
challenges they face. Hence, the need for a cre-
ation of a global Armenian non-governmental
organization which, at the same time, will become

the most authoritative forum discussing the prob-

lems and proposing solutions for all constituent
parts of Armenians as well as lobbying for Arme-
nian issues vis-a-vis third parties. Given the suc-
cessful record of the Armenian Assembly of
America, let us dub it as the World Armenian As-
sembly (WAA).

2. The Rationale for Diaspora Communal Coun-
cils

Today we already have democratically elected
parhaments in Armenia and Karabagh. The para-
dox is that the Diaspora communities are frag-
mented and still guided by different parties and

From biaspora Armenian Communal

between them through a parliamentary mechanism
of election of the CC members to WAA. Then
they will feel themselves a part of a global net-
work trying to coordinate and effectively channel
the energy of all Armenians for the purposes dear
to the heart of each Armenian.

As a representative organ of all segments of
the community, the CC could oversee and guide
main aspects of their community life letting vari-
ous local cultural, religious, and benevolent or-
ganizations to actually manage various facets of
the community life. '

To express the specific needs of different parts
of Armenians, regional, mtcr-commumty associa-
tions incorporating the CCs of a given region
should also be formed (say Europe, Middle East,
Asia and Oceania, Americas). The associations,
in their turn, might be selected as hubs to delegate
their representanvcs to the WAA. The participa-
tion quotas in WAA of various Armenian com-
munities could be based on the criteria of the vol-
ume of various communities and take into account

Continued on p. 21
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Armenian Assembly: A Proposal - continued from p. 20

the need of various levels of representation from
all world regions with a presence of Armenian
communities. A possibility should be given for
changes reflecting demographic movements of
Armenians.. A preparatory committee should be

to prepare the draft charter or conventlon of the

WAA.

The same pnncnple of number of Armemans
and geographic representation should apply to
Armenia and Karabagh. In other words, the Ar-
menian and Karabagh MPs should also elect a
predetermined number of delegates to participate
as delegates in the work of the supreme body of
the WAA. Correspondingly, the geographical
equilibrium should be a guiding principle while
electing or selecting the members and staff of the
future WAA.

4. The proposed organizational structure of
WAA : '

As far as the organizational structure of WAA
is concerned, one could envxsage a following
structure:

1) WAA General Assembly .GA is a supreme
authority summoned every 4 years;

" 2) WAA Plenary Counc:l PC determines the
general policies of WAA and meets every two
years;

3) WAA Goveming Board - GB governs the

L WAA, reports to PC in accordance with policies

laid down by GA, meets regularly twice a year
and at extraordinary meetings, consists of mem-
bers of Executive, chairmen of standing commis-
sions, directors of departments and regional

" branches;

4) WAA Executive Commission - EC conduct
the affairs of WAA in accordance with decisions
of GB and consists of the president, vice presi-
dents, chairmen of GC and GB, treasurers, chair-
men of regional branches and the secretarygeneral.
The definition of the WAA officers, as well as of
budget and finances, are also a part of organiza-
tional matters.

More details my be obtained by contacting Rouben
Indjikian in Geneva: Tel: (4122) 345 4905; Mo-
bile: (4179) 633  5437;  E-mail:
rouben.indjikian@unctad.org
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par Rouben Indjikian (Genéve) ¢

Traduit d’un artic/e en anglais paru dans "The Armenian Reporter" en date du 5 juin 1999.
. La Rédaction

1. Raison d'étre de I'Assemblée Mondiale Arménienne

Une discussion au niveau mondial portant sur la constitution d'un corps global qui fagse autorité et qui
aborde les guestions.concernant tous les éléments constitutifs des Arméniens (Armenie, Karabakh et
la Diaspora) prend de I'ampleur. Ceci requiert le besoin de réaliser que malgré les différences dues a
une histoire de division territoriale, de déportation et d'émigration, nous sommes un seul peuple qui ne
peut pas compter uniquement sur des alliances externes instables et qui doit comprendre que notre
destin est notre responsabilité primordiale.

L'idée est de débattre et de suivre les défis présents et futurs de notre peuple. Nous devrions nous
poser la question de savoir si nous sommes suffisamment armés pour pouvoir assurer la sécurité et le
développement de I'Arménie et du Karabakh, protéger la Diaspora contre l'assimilation et en fin de
compte, aborder les questions délicates de notre histoire et, avant tout, la question du Génocide
Arménien. :

La situation actuelle en Arménie et au Karabakh reste trés alarmante & cause de la chute du revenu
national, des déplacements internes et externes des réfugiés et des migrateurs économiques ainsi
que du blocus externe des voies de communication. Parallélement a cela, la Diaspora est caractérisée
par les divisions internes et inter-communautaires et par la menace d'étre assimilée. De plus, la
coordination faible et irréguliére entre la Diaspora, I'Arménie et le Karabakh aggrave la situation. Ces
problémes invitent les Arméniens a continuer & rechercher des solutions sincéres et fondamentales a
toutes ces questions.

L'Arménie et le Karabakh sont confrontés avec la lourde tiche d'assurer la sécurité et le
développement de leur peuple. En méme temps, malgré I'accumulation d'une richesse et d'un savoir-
faire considérables, les communautés arméniennes a I'étranger et particuliérement dans les pays
développés, ne déploient pas suffisamment d'effort afin de recueillir les bénéfices potentiels de la
coopération économique avec I'Arménie et le Karabakh. Des liens en matiére d'information et sur les
plans culturel et intellectuel entre diverses associations arméniennes sont également insuffisants. De
nouvelles organisations, telle que le Fonds Arménie contribuent & ces efforts. Toutefois, I'absence
d'une organisation arménienne globale vraiment représentative et sa substitution partielle par des
organisations concurrentes et spécialisées privent les Arméniens de la possibilité de donner des
réponses adéquates aux défis quiils affrontent. Par conséquent, il faudrait créer une organisation
globale non-gouvernementale arménienne qui, en méme temps, deviendrait le forum revétu de la plus
grande autorité pour discuter des probléemes et proposer des solutions & tous les composants
arméniens, tout en agissant en qualité de groupe de pression vis-a-vis des tiers pour toute question
relative aux Arméniens. En tenant compte du succés enregistré par I'Assemblée Arménienne
d'Amérique (Armenian Assembly of America), appelons-la Assemblée Arménienne Mondiale (AAM)
(World Armenian Assembly).

2. Raison d'étre des Conseils Communaux de la Diaspora

Aujourd’hui nous avons des parlements démocratiquement élus en Arménie et au Karabagh. Le
paradoxe est que les communautés de la Diaspora sont fragmentées et sont toujours guidées par
divers partis et diverses organisations. Dans la majorité des cas, les corps communaux existants, par
exemple: les différentes unions des Arméniens locaux, ne sont pas élus par au moins une partie
importante des Arméniens de la localité et par conséquent, n'ont pas de pouvoir moral ascendant sur
ces derniers. Avec le retour de la démocratie en Arménie et au Karabagh, Il'organisation
représentative et démocratique réelle de la Diaspora toute entiére et particulidrement celle des




communautés les plus importantes vivant aux Etats-Unis d'Amérique, en Russie, en France, au Liban
en Iran etc., devient une tache urgente et un premier pas vers I'AAM. En introduisant de vraies
campagnes électorales dans les communautés de la Diaspora dans le but d'élire des "Parlements
Arméniens" locaux, c'est-a-dire des Conseils Communaux (CC) par une votation directe au scrutin
secret, devrait radicalement modifier cette situation.

La capacité d'une organisation telle que le Forum des Arméniens d'Europe d'expliquer & ses membres
l'importance de créer de nouveaux CC représentatifs qui, a leur tour, seraient chargés de la mission
cruciale d'élire les membres de I'AAM, reléve d'un défi majeur. Cependant, l'idée ne sera renforcée
que quand les membres des associations existantes réaliseront son importance et travailleront eux-
mémes pour organiser des campagnes électorales sous la banniére des CC, :en qualité de
représentants réels de la Diaspora Arménienne, et de 'AAM en tant qu'un corps global constitué muni
des pouvoirs et appelée a sérieusement étudier et essayer de résoudre les problémes existants tout
en désamorgant les menaces potentielles. :

3. Des Conseils Communaux de la Diaspora a I'Assembiée Mondiale Arménienne

Les membres de ces Conseils Communaux devraient par la suite élire parmi eux le(s) représentant(s)
d'une(des) communauté(s) Arménienne(s) particuliére(s) au sein de la future Assemblée Arménienne
Mondiale. Comme indiqué ci-dessous, ces élections devraient précéder I'Assemblée générale de
I'AAM qui devrait normalement se tenir tous les quatre ans.

Il essentiel d'expliquer aux membres de la communauté arménienne (et c'est par conséquent, un role
important a jouer pour les membres des organisations arméniennes majeures de la Diaspora)
limportance de I'AAM et des Conseils Communaux et leurs liens, & travers un mécanisme
parlementaire d'élection des membres du CC a I'AAM. Par la suite, ils se sentiront faire partie d'un
réseau global, en essayant de coordonner et de canaliser efficacement [I'‘énergie de tous les
Armeéniens afin d'atteindre des buts chers au coeur de tout Arménien.

En qualité d'organe représentatif de toutes les factions de la communauté, le CC pourrait surveiller et
guider les divers aspects de la vie communautaire, tout en laissant aux organisations locales
culturelles, religieuses et bénévoles le soin de gérer les diverses activités de la vie communautaire.

Afin d'exprimer les besoins spécifiques des différentes communautés arméniennes, des associations
inter-communautaires et régionales, incorporées dans les CC d'une région concernée. devraient
également étre formées (disons pour I'Europe, le Moyen Orient, I'Asie et I'Océanie, les Amériques).
Les associations & leur tour pourraient étre sélectionnées en centres déléguant leurs représentants a
I'AAM. Les quotas de participation 4 I'AAM de diverses communautés arméniennes pourraient étre
basés sur des criteres de grandeur des diverses communautés et prendre en considération la
nécessité d'avoir divers degrés de représentation de toutes les régions ou les communautés
arméniennes sont présentes. Il faudrait prendre en considération les mouvements démographiques
des Arméniens. Un comité préparatoire devrait rédiger la charte de la convention de I'AAM. :

Le méme principe du nombre des Arméniens et de la représentation géographique devrait également
s'appliquer a I'Arménie et au Karabakh. En d'autres termes, les membres des parlements d'Arménie et
du Karabakh devraient également élire un nombre de délégués déterminé d'avance afin de participer
aux travaux de linstance supréme de I'AAM en qualité de délégués. De méme, l'équilibre
géographique devrait étre le principe de base au moment de I'élection ou du choix des membres et du
personnel de la future AAM.

4. L'organisation structurelle proposée de I'AAM
En ce qui concerne l'organisation structurelle de I'AAM, on pourrait la définir comme suit :

1. Assemblée générale de 'AAM. Celle-ci est l'autorité supréme qui se réunit tous les quatre ans;

2. Conseil plénier de I'AAM. Celui-ci arréte les politiques générales de 'AAM et se réunit tous les deux
ans; T




3. Conseil d'administration de I'AAM. Celui-ci gouverne I'AAM, rapporte au Conseil plénier
conformément aux politiques arrétées par I'Assemblée générale, se réunit régulierement deux fois par
année et lors des assemblées extraordinaires, est composé des membres de I'Exécutif, présidents
des commissions constituées, directeurs des départements et branches régionales;

4. Commission Exécutive de I'AAM. Celle-ci conduit les affaires de 'AAM conformément aux décisions °
du Conseil d'administration et se compose du président, de vice-présidents, des présidents du
Conseil plénier et du Conseil d'administration, des trésoriers, des présidents des branches régionales
et du secrétaire général. La définition des taches des fonctionnaires de 'AAM ainsi que les questions
relatives au budget et aux finances font également partie des questions organisationnelles.

Pour de plus amples informations, vous pouvez contacter Rouben Indjikian a Genéve. Tél.: (4122) 345
4905; Tél. portable: (41 79) 633 5437; Adresse électronique: rouben. /ndyklan @unctad.org
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